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PBr CIS OF ANALYSIS OF Ti fr; YOiXURI SUIKBUN 




Waa a survey of the Xoolnrl Shiabun for a trro-week ; period (17 - 30 
Juno)/"xt nay be co neluri cri t^^no ^a^lnit e treads and/or consistent treats 
rswnt or “slants" to the neve have been discernible. One or the acre obvious 
factors apparent from this survey is that the toaiuri does not have a clear 
policy <xx reporting and cementing upon the news of "the day. This is sow©- 
what of a departure froa, 7du*t my have be*«n the pant policy of the newspaper, 
inasmuch as it is reported that during the pre-war days it was "ultra-mill- 
tarlst" in tone and later becacie " ultra-High tiet" subsequent. to 19ii5. Avail- 
able information points to the paper’s CTingine toward tha HighV-filng Socialist 
viewpoint oTter the signing of the Peace Treaty. At the present tine, how- 

I ever, it does appear from the survey that the editorial staff ana column 
writers enjoy a greater amount of freed cm in their selection and treatment 
of newsworthy topics. 

hiring the survey period, the major portion of the pertinent ne we was 
given over to the fVtce Report and the issue of Okinawa. In the treatment 
of this subject, all papers assumed so^ethinp less than a pro-Aasrican tmor 
in their reporting. The Aaahi, which may be categorised as oaintaining a 
Right>-Ping socialist standi, was consistent in its advocation of a ^strong 
and firs stand" by the Japanese Oovempent leaders to wain concessions froo 
the U. S. The kalaiehl , categorized as slightly more conservative than the 
Agfchj, also njaintaine3~a similar policy, which consistently predicated its 
coverage treatment of the Okinawa issue. The Yosiuri* on the other hand, 
while assuming an anti-American position, drifted from caustic and bitter 
reporting of U\ b* actions to a aild and some times even neutral position in 
reporting the day-to-day highlights of the situation in the Ryukus. From a 
H. 5. standpoint, loniuriU reporting easy be considered generally unfavorable 
re the Okinawa problem. The. new 8 paper also seemed to enjoy blaming the 
Japanese leaders for their unfaart 1 iarity with the seriousness of the problem, 
a position which one would expect of a Rigrt-Mng Socialist newspaper in view 
the then impending national Diet elections. 

Reportage on the fUBoob experiments in the Pacific by the Yotaiml again 
evidenced a lack of consistency. Factual articles citing the necessity for 
the Free .or Id to remain ahead in the atomic race were carried without 
comment. Also in evidence were columns strongly opposing the &• 5 . stand 
for continuing the tests* (On the issue of cessation of H-Bomb experlmentc , 
the major paper* - including the YooHiri - usually directed their protests 
toward tho If. b,, ignoring for the most part direct criticism ot Soviet 
Russia and the fact that it ba3 not given prior notification of nuclear 
tests conducted within its cam borders.) A Yomluri column dated June 20th 
stated* 
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"•••It appears that the Americans were very prood of their 
experiment on 21 May, but the boob fell four miles fro© the target, 
with taro persons suffering the loss of their eyesight. Acting with 
indifference, the Secretary of the Air Force said that 'such edLatakaa 
are ccmmon to human beings* * If they (tf.r.) cany out nuclear tests 
in spite of opposition by a majority of m a nkin d, they should do it 
with prudence so that ‘such common mistakes 1 may be avoided....? 



Cfa the natter of the atomic race and stockpiling of nuclear weapons, all 
^newspapers - TocjgPi Included - coEsard-sd uper, the doubts of the Japanese “ ^ 
as to the staJSarSTof the peraleoible aaomt of radioactivity, the necessity 
of preventive neaoures, and the theory of value of the A-race between U. S. 
and the Soviet ^nion- A related topic here is the 11 Hiroshima Maidens" whose 
recent return frore medical troatcaait in tho tt. S. was given extensive press 
coverage. The Yoaiurl, alone with other major papers gave favorable treat- 
cunt to this auKjeal, citi ng the benevolence of Americans toward these 
victims. However, in the treatment of this subject by some papers - Yomiuri 
excluded - a thread of resentment could be found, pointing: out to the 
neso readers that they not forget that it was the same U* .*>. whi ch brought 
about the fate of these "Hiroshima Lfaldens." 

During the survey period, soras of the topics treated editorially by 
the Yocduri were: "Raising of Public Interest in the Elect! ons" "Renewed 

Efforts to” increase imports during Second Half of 1956," "*or against 
Mosquitos, M "Arguments over the J>>-Staliniaation Moves," and "Chou Fn iai f 3 
Foreign Policy Speech. 5 On the .'tel in isrue, the Yosiuri cocraented upon the 
♦wishful thinking* harbored by the est, that this would ignite a chain i-o- 
action of resistance within the Coeyaunist orbit countries. Tho paper cri ti- 
ed ted tho capita lie tic papers far predicting such an event, stating that they 
were deliberately endeavoring to incite disturbances within the orbit nations. 
TOO! I ATT I *8 declaration received only superficial review. In the review of 
Chou Kn~T>i *s foreign policy speech (30 June), the Yocduri elalisr»d there was 
nothin new and tho only point which attracts attention is that the general 
tone of the Foreign Minister had somewhat softened. A thr co-sentence acknow- 
ledgawit of Chou's reference to Japan stated that China's obvious attempt to 
use the release of Japanose PCEF's is welcooo, but that the "lack of positive- 
ness in Conraunist China's bid. . * . .scons to indicate that it is trying to 
attain actual diplomatic relations rather than mare rvwlml rest. oration of 
relations. " 



Concluolqm This two-week survey would indicate that the Yomiuri lacks 
an eaia!bl3ulhed policy In reference to U. 5. -Japanese relations, the editorials 
blow hot and cold on this subject; apparently at the whim of the particular 
writer for any ^vo^Codition. If we as/-une that, the executives of the Yomiuri 
-th&a&alv bavc- arrpolicy-Oi ^th c: rpgpgr- Involving tEV ~ 



United L tatoD and Japan, it would appear that this executive policy has not 
filtered tlcwa^io t ho working echelons. The reasons for this omission of co- 
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